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substitute for violence that can be accepted by the whole nation.
I swear by civil disobedience. But civil disobedience for the
attainment of swaraj is an impossibility unless and until we have
attained the power of achieving boycott of foreign cloth. You will
now easily perceive why I should be a useless guide for the Congress
if my views about the spinning-wheel are not acceptable to you,
Indeed you Would be justified in regarding me, as some friends do,
as a hindrance to national progress, if you consider me to be wrong
in my exposition of the doctrine underlying the spinning-wheel. If
it does not appeal to your heads as well as your hearts, you will be
wanting in your duty in not rejecting my lead. Let it no longer
be said, as Lord Willingdon very properly once said of us, that we
had not the strength and courage to say "No". Indeed your re-
jection of my proposal, if you do not believe in it, will be a step
towards swaraj.
HINDU-MUSLIM UNITY
Hindu-Muslim unity is not less important than the spinning-
wheel. It is the breath of our life. I do not need to occupy much
of your time on this question, because the necessity of it for swaraj
is almost universally accepted. I say "almost" because I know
some Hindus and some Mussalmans who-prefer the present condition
of dependence on Great Britain if they cannot have either wholly
Hindu or wholly Mussalman India. Happily their number is
small.
I share Maulana Shaukat's All's robust optimism that the
present tension is a mere temporary distemper. The Khilafat
agitation in which Hindus made common cause with their Mussal-
man brethren and the non-co-operation that followed it caused
an awakening among the hitherto slumbering masses. It has given
a new consciousness to the classes as well as the masses* Interested
persons who were disappointed during the palmy days of non-
co-operation, now that it has lost the charm erf novelty, have found
their opportunity and are trading upon the religious bigotry or
the selfishness of both the communities* The result k written in the
history of the feuds of the past two years. Religion has been traves-
tied. Trifles have been dignified by the name of religious tenets
which, the fanatics claim, must be observed at any cost. Economic
and political causes have been brought into play for tte sake of
fomenting trouble. The culminating point was reached in Kohat.
The tragedy was aggravated by the callous indifference of the local
authority, I must not tarry to examine the causes or to distribute
the blame. I have npt the mEter&l for tfee task even if I